
ADU Feasibility Checklist
Is an ADU a Good Fit for Your Los Angeles Property?

BEFORE YOU START

This checklist helps you quickly assess whether an ADU may be feasible on your property and whether you’re 
ready to plan one realistically. 

PROPERTY & SITE BASICS

Property is zoned for residential use 
Existing single-family home is on the property 
Lot size and layout appear to allow additional construction
Rear or side yard space is available (for detached ADUs)

EXISTING STRUCTURES & CONDITIONS

Existing garage may be suitable for conversion (if applicable)
Main house placement allows reasonable setbacks 
No obvious conflicts with easements or property lines 
Slopes, retaining walls, or drainage are understood 

UTILITIES & INFRASTRUCTURE

Electrical service may support added load or can be upgraded 
Sewer connection is accessible or upgraded is feasible 
Water supply can be extended to the ADU location 
Gas service considerations are understood (if applicable) 

ACCESS & LOGISTICS

Reasonable access exists for construction crews 
Space available for materials and staging 
Construction access will not severely disrupt daily life 

TIMELINE READINESS

Comfortable with a multi-month planning and permitting phase 
Understands construction will take additional months 
Timeline expectations are flexible, not fixed 

BUDGET READINESS

Budget allows for design, permitting, and construction
Comfortable with cost variability based on site conditions 
Understands there is no “standard” ADU cost 
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WHAT DO YOUR ANSWERS MEAN?

If you checked most of the boxes above, your property may be a good candidate for an ADU. 

If several items raised questions, that’s completely normal. Many successful ADU projects start with unresolved
questions--what matters is addressing them early. 

 Feasibility isn’t about perfection. It’s about understanding constraints before committing.

NEXT STEP

A planning call can help clarify feasibility, timelines, and next steps based on your specific property and goals.

Schedule a Planning Call
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